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INNOVATIONS

A green light for eco bui

Increasing demand for sustainable development is creating exciting challenges, both in the
construction of new buildings and refurbishment projects, says Gabrielle Collett-White
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Ecobuild, the world’s biggest event for
sustainable design and construction,

held at London’s Earls Court.

Paul Morrell, the government's chief
construction adviser, says the UK’s
commitment to make a transition to
a low-carbon economy is the
opportunity” for the construction
sector. “The plan for this requires
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emissions. All commercial
must meet these standards from 2019,
Also crucial is oo
awareness among the public, as more
than 40 per cent of all UK carbon
emissions come from the built
individuals are more aware of the i j il i projects
issues and are to accept higher looks positive, it's hard to predict what it
costs for greener " says John | — a showcase development of the will to existing structures not | biomass boilers, solar panels, small
Alker, head of advocacy at the UK | world's most sustainable homes. built with the environment in mind: wind turbines, rainwater harvesting,
Green Building Council, | Itis the first house in the park to the so-called refurbishment market. wﬂdﬁ.ﬁemmﬁv?uhlepatdma.
“F.:ﬁmunieainmeﬂkwﬂlnut | be built by a mainstream construction Poppy Ross, 23, assistant Expertise in uilding is going
jon a new building without and has been awarded mminabiﬂtjrmmrvﬁihmmnd to be a major plus for young people
meeting high environmental standards. 6 of the code for sustainable Lease, is familiar with the challenges | looking to get into the construction
Corporate social responsibility is homes — a zero carbon rati of refurbishment. She is industry as the sector grows. “Despite | and furnure. This sustainable
a major factor but this is also driven Vukotic, a code for sustai on the Birmingham Building School the ect ic climate, sustainab product is made from 100 per
by a demand for . A sustainabl homes , was responsible for the Future project, part of has remained high on the construction | = centpostconsumer waste
buil is a better ing."” for ensuring the house achieved the a nationwide setto industry’s ," says John Alker. paper. It is highly durable and
Luka is a 25-year-old highest possible effici certificate. | last until 2020. It involves the “Ammthissedurinum% ire resistant, as well as being
gmduajzeengi:waraiﬂr%aglobnl He had to ensure the team and | construction, remodelling or ires a firm grasp of sustainability, | exiremely resiient to abrasion.
1 company), recently client were aware of what was needed, | refurbishment of 89 schools huﬁmmeetﬂ]sdmﬂmufmajdng # Available from UCM Timber
worked on the Barratt Green House and collect the evidence to present to | more than 150,000 of the city’s youth. | construction green, and to be able (www.ucmtimber.com)
at the BRE Innovation Park in Watford | the certifying body. Ross's role is to monitor and record | to take the opportunities this entails.” ]



